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These coalitions gather organizations coming 
from very different backgrounds to work for the 
same 17 common goals so that they can have 
a stronger voice. Working at these different 
levels is also important when reaching different 
policy makers for instance, since the 2030 
agenda is supposed to be implemented at 
every level.

At global level, Action for Sustainable 
Development has harnessed the positive 
energy that has been created through civil 
society initiatives of recent years and built 
a strong and inclusive global platform to 
connect and support civil society activities on 
sustainable development at all levels. It was felt 
that a new global platform would add value 
to civil society in at least three important ways. 
First, there has been much interest in a space 
for sharing information on the sustainable 
development agenda across issues and 
across countries. It would provide a space to 
share resources and strategies for advocacy, 
policy, programmes and mobilisation and 
facilitate collaboration amongst civil society 
actors. Secondly, there have been clear calls 
to redress the imbalance in capacity within 
civil society itself, especially between well-
resourced CSOs and the rest. Thirdly, there was 
also a recognition that whatever comes next 
should represent a step change in the ways 
that civil society organises and mobilises around 
this agenda.

At regional level and more concretely in 
Europe, SDG Watch Europe was set up to help 
a cross-sectoral approach to EU policies. It is an 
EU-level alliance of NGOs from development, 

environment, social, human rights and other 
sectors whose goal is to hold governments and 
the EU to account for the implementation of 
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 
(SDGs). The co¬alition was first started when a 
group of Brussels-based NGOs came together 
in June 2015 to discuss how they could bring 
added-value to the monitoring of the Agen¬da 
2030 in the EU. The EEB played a pivotal role 
in its foundation. After ad-hoc meetings, the 
coali¬tion was publicly launched in October 
2016 and it now monitors EU processes and 
encourages national plat¬forms in Member 
States.

In Europe, several cross-sectoral coalitions 
have been appearing at national level. You 
can find some of them here.  As an example 
of best practice at national level we would 
like to highlight the Italy platform Asvis. The 
Italian Alliance for Sustainable Development 
(Asvis) was founded in February 2016 thanks 
to the initiative of Fondazione Unipolis and the 
University of Rome ‘Tor Vergata’. The alliance 
currently gathers over 140 organisations 
including trade unions, territorial entities, public 
and private universities, CSOs, etc. The activities 
of Asvis are funded uniquely from members’ 
financial contributions. The mission of this 
alliance is to encourage a sustainable lifestyle 
in private and public organisations and citizens, 
to analyse the opportunities and implications 
of the Agenda 2030 for Italy and to contribute 
to the implementation of the SDGs in Italy. Asvis 
is member of the ESDN (European Sustainable 
Development Network).
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Since the approval of the 2030 agenda, cross-cutting 
coalitions have been developed at different levels in order to 
monitor the correct implementation of the SDGs and to raise 
awareness on the importance of the SDGs. 

https://action4sd.org/about/
https://action4sd.org/about/
https://www.sdgwatcheurope.org
http://sdgtoolkit.org/tool_type/sdg-coalitions/
https://www.sd-network.eu/
https://www.sd-network.eu/
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Action for Sustainable Development

Link to SDG Watch Europe

Link to SDG toolkit on SDG coalitions

#SDGs4All
makeeuropesustainableforall.org

This document has been produced with the financial 
assistance of the European Union. The contents of this 
document are the sole responsibility of the project 
partners and can under no circumstances be taken 
as reflecting the position of the European Union.

https://action4sd.org
https://www.sdgwatcheurope.org/
http://sdgtoolkit.org/tool_type/sdg-coalitions/
https://www.bertelsmann-stiftung.de/fileadmin/files/BSt/Publikationen/GrauePublikationen/Studie_NW_Sustainable-Development-Goals_Are-the-rich-countries-ready_2015.pdf
http://makeeuropesustainableforall.org

